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HARRIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT 
CLARIFIES PLANS FOR KATY FREEWAY EXPANSION 

“There Will Be No Tolls On The Katy Freeway,” Emmett Says 
 

Harris County Commissioners Court again reassured commuters Tuesday that the 
improved and expanded Katy Freeway will remain free of tolls when it reopens on Oct. 28. 
Court members discussed the scheduled reopening during their regularly scheduled 
meeting this morning and repeated the benefits that motorists can expect from it. 
 
“There will be at least four free lanes in each direction between the 610 Loop and Katy – 
and in some places as many as six free lanes,” explained Art Storey, the county’s 
executive director of public infrastructure. “Compare that to only three free lanes in each 
direction before the reconstruction.” 
 
The middle of the interstate, which formerly consisted of one HOV lane that switched 
between eastbound and westbound operation, will begin featuring four “managed lanes” – 
two permanent eastbound lanes and two permanent westbound lanes. All four “managed 
lanes,” running from Loop 610 to State Highway 6, will be free to vehicles with 2 or more 
occupants from 5 a.m. to 11 a.m. and again from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. Metro buses and school 
buses will have free access to these lanes at all times. 
 
The only lanes to be tolled would be the four “managed lanes,” which would be available to 
non-HOV vehicles whose drivers prefer to pay to access the lanes after Spring 2009 
through the EZ Tag system. The toll rate, which will be set by Commissioners Court next 
year, will apply to single-occupant vehicles during HOV hours and to all vehicles during 
non-HOV hours. 
 
“Unfortunately, there has been a great deal of false information distributed about this 
project,” said Harris County Judge Ed Emmett. “But the truth will prevail, and the truth is 
that motorists along the Katy Freeway will have more free lanes to choose from, more 
HOV lanes to choose from and more toll lanes to choose from. That will cut down on 
congestion and travel times, and that is sorely-needed progress. It may sound complicated 
now, but drivers are going to be pleasantly surprised by how much easier it is on October 
28,” he said. 
 
The Katy Freeway and the Katy Freeway Managed Lanes project were built through 
agreements reached in 2002 and 2003 among the federal government, the Texas 
Department of Transportation, the Metropolitan Transit Authority and Harris County. 
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